alliances^ were permitted, which conjecture is likewise not
void of improbability. Others relate that Filqus [Philip]
gave his daughter to Azar, the King of Eskandariah
[Alexandria], to make an end of the enmity which existed
between them, and that some time afterwards the latter
dismissed the daughter of the Qaissar for some reason or
other when she was pregnant with Eskandar. She was
delivered of her son in the desert, and labouring under a
hallucination of fear, abandoned her infant. In the vicinity,
however, a Hock of sheep was grazing, and by the inspira-
tion of the Creator of men a ewe left from time to time the
herd and suckled Eskandar. An intelligent old woman in
charge of the Hock took notice of the periodical absence of
the sheop, followed her, and was rejoiced at the discovery of
the infant, whom she took to her house and brought him.
up. When Eskandar had attained the proper age she
entrusted him to the care of a teacher, by whom he was in
a short time adorned with the decorations of politeness and
literary accomplishments. Meanwhile the governor of that
country took umbrage at the teacher and ordered him into
oxilo. Accordingly both the teacher and his pupil departed,
and travelled, but on a certain day they happened to arrive
in the town in which the mother of Eskandar dwelt, and
her eyes alighting on the countenance of her son, she recog-
nised him. Accordingly she took him to Filqus and nar-
rated all the circumstances. The Qaissar perceived the
indications of bravery and intelligence radiating from the
countenance of Eskandar, and examined him concerning
his birth. The youth related everything his old nurse had
told him, and it transmuted the conjecture of his mother
into certainty, at which all of them rejoiced. Filqus,
having no son of his own, lavished all his care on the
education of Eskandar, who soon began to manifest the
highest talents, arid displayed the greatest skill in all
affairs of state, so that Filqus nominated, him his suc-
cessor.

When the royal diadem received new lustre from being
placed on Eskandar's head, Filqfts ordered the whole army,
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